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Professional Autobiography
To explain what I love best about working in school libraries, I want to share a story 

from my job as a library aide in a local high school.  On this particular day, a student came to 
my desk in the reference section and asked, "Do you have any books on bottles?"  Right away 
I knew he probably had a more specific question in mind.  So after asking several reference 
interview questions, I determined that he meant a book on collecting antique bottles.  
Despite not getting very far in my initial search of our web catalog, I finally stumbled across 
a book that had an entire chapter devoted to antique bottles.  In all honesty, I was probably 
more thrilled than the student, because those moments of meeting the specific information 
needs of students are my favorite parts of the job.  While many librarians cite a love for 
books as the catalyst for choosing their career (and that is partially true for me), what excites 
me most about libraries is the chance to create spaces where people can find the information 
they need and receive expert help while doing so.

Through both my work and library school classes I have strengthened my ability to 
adapt to a range of situations, plan and carry out independent projects, and handle an array 
of reference questions.  My current job requires a number of tasks, from maintaining the 
periodical collection and updating the website, to answering reference questions and assisting 
with classes.  Through my classes I have gained familiarity with several social networking and 
educational programs including, but not limited to: Photostory, Flickr, Wordpress Blogging 
software, Facebook, Noodletools and Turnitin.com.  
I also enjoy the chance to interact with young people in school libraries and enjoy creating 
positive interactions and encouragement.  However, I hope to learn more about maintaining 
library rules and classroom discipline, while not turning students off of the library itself. 

I am quite excited about the opportunities presented by student teaching, especially 
the chance to observe how the theoretical ideas of library school classes are carried 
out in actual libraries.  In addition, student teaching will give me the chance to learn 
about elementary and middle school libraries, both of which offer many new and exciting 
professional experiences. 
 


